
 

 

  

 

  

   

       

  

    

   

   

   

  

     

 

 

  

   

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

        

Amount ___________________________________________________________________________

Application Frequency _______________________________________________________________

 

Fertilizer / Side-Dressing ______________________________________________________________
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Amount ____________________________________________________________________________

Application Frequency ________________________________________________________________

Plant ______________________________________________________________________________

Fertilizer / Side-Dressing ____________________________________________ __________________

After the initial planting, your plants will need to receive an application of fertilizer every week. This 
could be an application of liquid fertilizer that was high in potassium, but low in nitrogen. Use any 
fertilizer with a similar ratio (1-1.5-3) will work. Look for soluble or liquid fertilizers that are designed for 
fruiting vegetables such as tomato fertilizers. If you prefer using organic fertilizers, try using a 
combination of fish emulsion, kelp meal /extract, greensand, and bone meal. Kelp extracts and meal are 
very advantageous as they are good sources of micronutrients.

An important note on time-release fertilizers: the time that they last is based on temperature (usually 
70F). The warmer it is, the faster they release nutrients. A 4-5 month pelleted fertilizer may only last 2 
months if the temperatures are above 85F. This makes it doubly important to have a schedule for
fertilizing your containers, raised beds, and conventional gardens.

One of the big advantages of using soilless media in containers is how well they drain excess water 
which greatly reduces the opportunity for soil borne diseases to get started. However, this same 
attribute also reduces the ability of the media to hold onto nutrients. Most commercially produced 
mixes come with enough fertilizer blended in to get through about 2 weeks. You may find it beneficial 
to apply a pelleted, time re-lease, fertilizer such as Osmocote when you plant the pots. Use the rate on 
the package which is based on pot size.

Vegetables will not grow without nutrients (fertilizer)
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