
National Adoption Month: Making a Lasting Impact
GuestPerspective by DanielLeavitt

M eet Cody and Mikey Ayers, a young couple who decided early on that they wanted to
adopt one or two children from foster care.
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Cody and Mikey were licensed to foster in May

2019.   This required five weeks of training, an in-depth

interview of the family, checking references, an inspec-

tion of the home, and a home study written and sub-

mitted to the Office ofLicensing and Regulation.  

However, their plan changed shortly after they be-

came licensed foster/adoptive parents through Arizona’s

Children Association (AzCA). Cody and Mikey received

a call asking whether they would consider taking in four

siblings under the age of five. A sibling group of six was

removed for chronic neglect, domestic violence, child

abuse and illegal substance use by the parents. The chil-

dren suffered malnourishment, significant speech delays,

and severe neglect causing infections. A number of

them had never seen a doctor.   The youngest was sub-

stance-exposed at birth.   Some were left in a room daily

with limited interaction from adults: not fed, spoken to,

or cared for. The children were not meeting develop-

mental milestones  They were not permitted toys ,

books, or any form of stimulation to advance growth.  

The parents engaged in physical altercations that

caused injury and trauma to the children

Living in these conditions, the children were behind developmentally

— not walking, talking or crawling at the normal times — and experien-

cing serious medical concerns.

Cody and Mikey knew they wanted to positively influence the lives of

these children by providing them a nurturing, safe and loving home. The

couple was encouraged to help the children overcome their medical and

developmental problems by ensuring they meet their emotional and

physical needs.

After a couple ofmonths of living in their new home, and receiving

the services and support they needed through AzCA, the children are

showing tremendous progress. They have made many advances in their

development. They are also happy, social and thriving.

The difference between fostering and adoption is temporary versus

permanent.   When children are removed initially, the case plan starts with

reunification.   The Department ofChild Services is required, in most

cases, to provide services to the family to remedy the circumstances that

brought the children to care.   Adoption occurs when a parent’s rights are

terminated and the child needs a permanent home.   If you are interested

in learning more about foster care and adoption, please view the

orientation videos on the state website: dcs.az.gov/fosteradoption/steps-

becoming-foster-parent.

Support from the community allows AzCA to make a lasting impact

and help transform the lives of thousands of children and families who

need assistance, right in our neighborhoods. Whether it’s by making a

monetary donation to back programs and services, becoming a foster or

adoptive parent like Cody and Mikey, or mentoring youth in foster care,

you can make a difference.

The Arizona Children’s Association needs funding to assist every

child and family to reach their full potential. Programs include:

• Safe foster and adoptive homes for kids in need

• Counseling and resources to address trauma and abuse

• Training and tools to promote successful child development

• Support for caregivers raising the children of relatives

• Guidance to help at-risk families stay together

• Life skills and mentoring for fostered youth

These services allow families like Cody and Mikey to receive the

training and support they need to become licensed foster parents and

ensure that the children develop skills to increase independence and

resiliency.

To learn how you can make an impact in Prescott, visit

ArizonasChildren.org.

Daniel Leavitt is development director for the Arizona Children’s Association.




